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Cultural Industry and Tribal Development:
A Case Study of the Pinuyumayan (Puyuma), Eastern Taiwan

Wen-te Chen

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

Taiwan has experienced a new form of nation-building since the 1990s, under the
Integrated Community-Making Program launched in 1994 by the Council for Cultural
Affairs, Executive Yuan. Having celebrating the value, variety, and strength of local
cultures and their products, the Program attempted to construct and re-define the
distinctive features of Taiwanese society that were obscured by the framework of the
Chinese culture imposed by the KMT regime from the late 1940s.

However, the Program also had its economic purpose. Since the early 1970s, due to the
development of industrialization in Taiwan, a lot of young people gradually migrated to
the urban areas and left their elders and children behind. As a result, the rural area in
Taiwan was at the risk of “social disorganization.” In order to solve the economic and
social problems simultaneously, the Program encouraged each community to rebuild a
new sense of community and construct its local distinctiveness through its local products,
like crops, crafts and scenic views, to attract the tourists.

Nevertheless, the situations were different in the cases of the indigenous peoples on the
island. In contrast to their Han-Chinese counterparts, “culture,” or *“ethnic culture,”
became the main concern for their developments. Having compared the similarities and
differences between two cases of the Pinuyumayan people (officially “the Puyuma”) in
Eastern Taiwan, | argue that the development of the cultural industry and the formation of
the ethnic culture in particular sense should seriously take their respective socio-cultural
and local contexts into account. Furthermore, taken together, | suggest that these two case
studies exemplify the structural predicaments and unequal development within eastern
Taiwan, in which tourist industry is proposed as the main factor to promote the regional
development nowadays.

Keywords: Pinuyumayan (Puyuma), eastern Taiwan, cultural form, cultural industry,
ethnicity, region



	Wen-te Chen
	Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

