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In this paper we consider the stable classroom arrangement throughout junior-high 
school as a structural and cultural condition under which adolescent society emerges.  
We argue that classroom efficacy, a form of informal social control, becomes 
increasingly important vis a vis parental control of adolescent deviant behavior.  This 
idea is applied to the phenomenon of first premarital sex among Taiwanese 
adolescents.  Derived hypotheses about the social control mechanism of classroom 
vs. family and its potential gender difference based on the double standards for girls 
are tested using the panel data of all students in 80 junior-high classrooms from the 
Taiwan Youth Project (TYP).  Event history analysis of individual data over ages 
13-18 provides evidence to support the stronger effect of classroom than family and 
different social control mechanisms between girls and boys.  The unique classroom 
efficacy in Taiwan is discussed in light of structural and cultural embeddedness and 
malleable policy intervention. 
 
 


