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The Socio-politics of Nuclear Safety in Taiwan after Fukushima Disaster
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For the last twenty years, the antinuclear movement has played a major role in the
mobilization of the Pan-Green camp. In particular, as the opposition to the construction of
nuclear plant number four (NP4) converged with the creation of the DPP in the mid 1980s,
the opposition to nuclear energy became mainly dependent to the DPP forces and its good
will on that issue. Then, because of other economic constraints and pressure from KMT,
the opposition to nuclear energy eroded among the DPP, especially after the government of
Chen Shuibian failed to halt the construction of NP4. Since March 2011, the Fukushima
disaster has insufflated a new dynamism for antinuclear movement in Taiwan. It was
stressed that Taiwan nuclear plants would not resist a similar seism, and, considering the
small size of the island, and the proximity between Taipei and NP1-2, this eventuality
could provoke nothing more but the collapse of the country. Then during the electoral
campaign for the January 2012 elections, the DPP was the more responsive to an important
pressure from environmental NGOs to decide a full ban on nuclear plants. However, as |
will argue, the issue remained a minor one during the debates and the influence on the
votes was limited. This paper is a first synthesis of a poll survey, an extensive fieldwork
interaction with various actors and observation of key events (including a trial where
Taipower is involved, negotiations at EPA, interviews of Atomic Energy Council managers,
protest actions, etc.).
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