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Discussion on ** Liugiu' and "'Visaya' in the Song ~ Yuan Dynasty
through Archaeological Approach

Ting-yu Yen

Ph.D., Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

For hundreds of years, scholars all over the world have been disputing over the area of
"Liugiu™ and "Visaya" reffered in the historical document of the Song Dynasty. For the
definition of "Liuqiu", there are "Ryukyu Theory " and "Taiwan Theory "; and there are
"Taiwan Theory ", "Philippine Theory" and "Filipino named Visaya migrated to Taiwan"
for "Visaya". In recent years, the disputed has been suspended due to Mr. Yong-He Tsao's
integrated opinions and conclusion that "Liugiu™ tends to refer to Taiwan and "Visaya"
tends to refer to the Philippines. Later, he proposed the perspective that the dispute may
result from the different definition of the "South Island Route", which was formed in the
Sui Tang Dynasty and then used by private traders since the Yuan Dynasty. This
perspective is seen as a comprise for the "Ryukyu Theory" and the "Taiwan Theory".

This research aims to study the discussion of scholars and then analyze the archeological
document through the perspectives on shipping routes, time and period, the relationship
between Taiwan, the Philippines and Ryukyu, prehistoric culture and ethnic group to
redefine Liuqui and Visaya stated in the historical document. The search result shows that
Liugiu stated in the Zhufan Zhi written by Zhao Rugua during the late Song Dynasty might
refer to the islands ranged from the north and northeast of Taiwan to the south of Ryukyu.
At that time, the only trading activity between Liugiu and China was the local products
sold to the Three Islands (the Philippines). Not until the incident of Visaya pirates
harassing Penghu and Quanzhou did China start to notice the new population in the
southeast plain of Taiwan. Later on, the Dao Yi Zhi Lue written by Wang Dayuan in the
Yuan Dynasty shows that there was trade relationship between Liugiu and China and
Visaya was barbarian living along eastern costal area. When considering relevant
archeological document, it shows "Liugiu” probably indicate “Shi Sian Hang” cultural of
the northern amd northeast Taiwan and maybe south Ryukyu, and possible connection
between “Visaya” and Niaosong culture of southwestern plain in Taiwan; though in fact, it
maybe connect with the activities of attack and raid between tribes and areas around
Taiwan and Philippine during the late of Neolithic Age and the Iron Age.

To sum up, the researcher discovers that the record of Liugiu and Visaya mentioned in the
Zhufan Zhi and Dao Yi Zhi Lue seems to relate to the development of Quanzhou as an
important trade port of China and the full development process of China-Ryukyu Route
and “Eastern Ocean Route (shipping route)" in the Ming Dynasty.



