Session C4

FE—ESRARLFAE _ R PR md f

THE 1" WORLD CONGRESS OF TAIWAN STUDIES Taiwan and the World in Proto-history

YRR Y

B
|3

£l

AT R A A

Ry

9?&%§%£%u¢:ﬁxkﬁ;eiﬁQﬁﬂﬁnfégﬂgg¢%¢;ﬁﬁ
2B AR A F L BSOS PR T AR
Benispraerk o

B o KA T HEFLA S

*‘—“1

A2 K T PP RBET T % 10-16 2 & 5 g4
P PEELehY VT &4
LEABEABAE» L A RE X7 PR T S Y b R ghi d o
Zﬂﬂi‘ﬁ%%ﬂgm%iw’%ﬂ%»4; ﬁ:ﬁgﬁy%o
’ﬂﬁ@ﬁwﬁmﬁ£»L“4~&&¢%ﬁ ’ f%pbyﬁ4é%iﬁ°
AinF R EFEN IR A hiE Y
+

SJ@‘/ﬁkﬁﬁmfﬂ“’iﬂﬂH¢LM%°

B G FEPL - AL A a L s R il MAana7F A B4
ARt DA FERIABRLT O rR AP RER T TR
MRS S R ’*ﬁ'f‘i’:ﬁ—\wﬂoM@M@%ﬂ;’z%* SH- 3
BERALONp AL B s P

JEP A en AL L2, > Rt - PG R R PF R (Proto-history ) 0 i il g A
BRGNS NERLY SR gER e R WA Y
Bom PiEBREGET  RELSHETETLMZ 10162 A T2 a oy
BoHEoBLABEFEIRE > LRGBS A MM -



Session C4

F—EERMRHRAE R PENH sy R

THE 1" WORLD CONGRESS OF TAIWAN STUDIES Taiwan and the World in Proto-history

Taiwanese Proto-history Constructed by Archaeology

Yi-chang Liu

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

Taiwanese history has always been divided into two periods, the historic and prehistoric, based
on the appearance of the first historic document in the 17™ century. This division artificially
breaks up Taiwanese history and even obstructs the production of proper historical
interpretation.

This paper intends to discuss human activities in Taiwan from the 10" to 16" century based on
archaeological research. The archaeological characteristics of this time period can be
summarized below:

1. The Han Chinese began to migrate to Penghu and formed small settlements. It probably acted
as a trading station or resting place.

2. Ceramic vessels from China and surrounding areas began to appear in the coastal areas of
Taiwan.

3. Large amounts of glass beads and agate beads were imported into indigenous societies. The
Han Chinese also began to settle in some villages.

4. The production and use of jade, which had been popular for more than three thousand years,
completely vanished at this time.

5. Large-scale or defensive settlements began to form in plain or coastal areas.

The appearance of these characteristics is related to the change of the East and Southeast Asian
trade activities, such as the coastal merchants from Southeast China beginning to expand their
trading spheres. Although Taiwan is between these two important trading routes, the trading
scale in Taiwan is much smaller. It seems to be compatible with the historical documents which
described Taiwan as a place without precious goods worth trading. Therefore, indigenous
peoples in Taiwan remained their autonomies until the 17" century. According to current
discussion, we can treat this period as “proto-history” which is the key period connects the
prehistory and history. This way we can think of human activities on this island as a continuous
flow. The research of this specific time period unavoidably makes Taiwanese archaeology to
take East and Southeast Asian world in the 10" -16™ century into their discussion. Thus it will
enrich the temporal and spatial dimension of Taiwanese history and will make us to consider this
important time period together.



