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Ethnic Movement, Village Development, and Functions of Religion:
A Not Entirely Successful Re-Structuring of Sakizaya Ritual

Shiun-wey Huang

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

In March 2008, a grand ritual was held in a small village on the Hualien sea coast: the
Sakizaya Sea God Ritual. Not only did richly dressed fellow Sakizaya members from
outside the village attend and preside over the rituals, many politicians and reporters
were also attracted to this event. For those involved in the Sakizaya Name
Rectification Campaign, this was a morale boosting occasion, as well as important
progress after the Sakizaya was recognized as an independent ethnic group by the
Executive Yuan in January 2007. However, for three years after this event, this baihai
ritual, held on 29" March each year in Jici village, saw no more attendance from
outsiders; Sakizaya elements were played down, and the Mandarin ritual name
changed back from the “Sea God Ritual” to the original “Sea Ritual.”

This paper examines the baihai of Jici village in recent years, and through the process
of change from “Sea Ritual” to “Sea God Ritual” and back, I analyze the complex
relationship between ethnic movement, village development, and religious function,
especially how outside forces dialogue with the everyday life of villagers in the
contemporary situation
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